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1. The German reunification as an example for  

complex topics in German lessons

● Reunification 1990: Important  

historicalmilestone

● Unique: Peaceful merger of two  

independentstates

● Relatively fast (within less than  

oneyear)
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1. The German reunification as an example for  

complex topics in German lessons

● Relevant for subjects as International  

Relations, International Law, World  

Economics

● Relevant for Kazakhstudents  

especially (Independence of  

Kazakhstan, Sovietlegacy)

● Added academic value by looking at  

"the otherside"
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1. The German reunification as an example for  

complex topics in German lessons
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Key questions for Students of IO/IR (...):

● Who made the decisions about how reunification should be

organized?

● How and where were law and administration reorganized?

● What happened to Germany's international organs, e.g. the foreign  

ministries of the FRG and the GDR?

● Was reunification a merger of two states or an incorporation of one  

state into the other?



1. The German reunification as an example for  

complex topics in German lessons

https://www.bpb.de/geschichte/deutsche-einheit/deutsche-teilung-deutsche-einheit/43787/probleme-der-

inneren-einigung

Scientifically reliable yet understandable texts include  

Manfred Görtemaker, "Probleme der InnerenEinigung"
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2.Methodological procedures for dealing with  

authentic texts
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1. Understanding authentic

texts

2. Pre-Exposure

3. Textwork

4. Follow-up



2.1Understanding authentic texts

● Texts are not predefined toa  

specificarea

● No inflection-tables, no rules  

toapply

● Still, students have to get  

along with authentictexts.  

Buthow?
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2.1Understanding authentic texts

● Solution: Dividing theprocess  

intosteps

● Pre-Exposure to prepare  

students for the actualmatter

● According to some  

didacticians, this is more  

important than readingitself.
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2.2 Achieving learning objectives in steps

● Do not start with reading!
Rather,  start with playful
exercises.

● Use pictures, 
symbols,  
pantomime...

● Let the students create 
hypotheses  about the text (e. 
g. by giving  them its title)
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2.2 Achieving learning objectives in steps

● Another playful method: "Sun
and  Moon"

● Divide the classroom 
into  accordingly 
named halves

● Formulate statements about 
topics  in the text.

● Those who agree move to "sun",  
those who disagree move to
"moon"
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2.2 Achieving learning objectives in steps

Possible statements forthe  

reunification-topic:

- The Berlin Wall was just

-The construction of the Berlin

Wall  was politically without

alternative

-Mikhail Gorbachev was a 

good  politician
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2.3Text-work

● No reading without tasks (e. 
g.  gather information from 
thetext)

● No reading aloud! (Students 
will  be focused on 
pronounciation  rather than
content)

● Don´t translate the text, 
since  translations do not 
result in the  target 
language becoming  
embedded in the student´s  
memory.
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2.3Text-work

● Method: "Circle of stairs" 
(two  students sit facing 
each otherat a  time.)

● Everybody has to read the text in 
a  given time, then try to 
reconstruct it  with their partner
(without looking at  it again)

● Afterwards, the inner circle 
"rotates"  (--> new pairs, the 
process is  repeated until 
everybody feels  confident with 
the text)
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2.4Follow-up

● After reading, information
and  new vocabulary 
should be  remembered.

● Therefore, additional tasks 
in  order to consolidate

● E.g. "Write a fictional 
blog  entry"/ "Conduct a
ficitonal  interview"(...)
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3.Example of a lesson plan
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4.Conclusion

● German Reunification is  

a rlevant topic forKazakh

students of IO, IE,IL

Authentic textsnecessary  

to understand the topic--

>challenge forteachers

With a good set of  

methods, it should  

nevertheless be possible  

to master this topicunder  

reasonablecondicitons

●

●
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